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As we were planing on this newsletter entering 
its third year, we had to face a situation never 
witnessed in our lifetime. We are in the midst of 
Pandemic affected by the dreaded Corona Virus. 
Everything had to be stopped at one go. Work on this 
issue had to be stopped as academic institutions have 
been closed in our state since March 18, 2020. We 
also became very much perplexed and bewildered in 
such a situation. Lockdown was clamped all over the 
country. All the normal activities came to a halt.

However, despite our initial bewilderment, 
we came in terms with the situation which is now 
termed as 'New Normal' where physical distancing, 
mask & sanitisers have become the part & parcel of 
our daily life. We have to delve more and more on 
online mode of connectivity though we know it's 
not possible to contact all of our students as almost 
35% to 40% of them don't have a good net 
connectivity required for such online teaching. But, 
this is the only way out now. We can't predict when 
it would be possible to return to the time-tested 
classroom mode of teaching. Our college has been 
trying resolutely to do whatever possible in this 
situation with the assistance of all maintaining the 
policy of 'Stay Home Stay Safe' to the maximum 
extent possible.

As a part of this endeavour, the  Collegium  team 
is presenting this issue, 'Pandemic Special', to our 
readers. We published some short write-up on this 
Pandemic situation from a cross-section of 
academicians across the country and we are very 
fortunate as we received responses from all in spite of 
their busy schedules elsewhere. We are thankful to 
them all. Further, we showcased some of the 
programmes undertaken by the college before the 
lockdown from January to March 2020, the most 
important being the successful conduction of the 
maiden event 'Zestival 2020', an inter-college festival.

We are hopeful that this online version would 
also be welcomed by all like its previous issues.
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The horrific COVID-19 depredation has 
changed the world and our mundane lifestyle. 
Higher Education Institutions too have been 
compelled to reevaluate the viability of 
conventional teaching methods and campus life 
which was prevalent before the pandemic. The 
Pedagogical delivery and Assessment have 
experienced a diagrammatical change as the 
educational institutions are closed for this COVID-
19 crisis. Pedagogy in digital education is an 
important link between course content,  
educationists, technology and course-takers. The 
online mode of instruction has become the main 
channel of teaching - learning process. But, within 
this short period of time, this channel has not been 
well constructed. It needs time. One should 
remember that there has been a shift from teacher-
centric education to student-centric education. A 
good number of educational institutions are now 
experimenting and deploying new tools to make 
education delivery meaningful to students as they 
are not in aposition to go to their institutions. 
Earlier assessment system will be replaced by the 
online assessment system.

The role of physical infrastructure in this 
changed atmosphere will have less impact on the 
quality of education as total process needs 
sophisticated electronic gadgets.

 In thought process a drastic change is 
required. Teachers are required to be retrained and 
their mind set needs to be reset.  Also policy-
makers, students will have to adopt this neo-
normal situation and act accordingly. The main 
problems facing by  a large number of students of 
remote rural area are the internet connectivity, 
sophisticated smartphones/ computers to receive 
the online instructions and  study materials due to 
lack of sufficient money. Policy-makers are to 
solve these problems. 
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Covid-19 has put our usual practice of examinations 

and teachings under question like our several other walks of 

life. In policy-making Government should not inter-fare in 

academic matters. How to teach and how to examine 

students should be decided by the faculty Council keeping 

parity with   general guidelines of UGC. Teachers should be 

encouraged in on line classes. Examinations may be 

conducted through project / on line submission. 

Government may take initiative for extending inter-net 

services to the remote areas of our country. Economically 

weaker section of students may be provided G4 cell 

facilities. Distance mode of learning may be encouraged. 

This year due to the Covid-19 pandemic and the 

consequent long lockdown - a completely new experience 

before the world - classes of schools-colleges-universities 

have been suspended for months, syllabus in colleges and 

universities could not be covered fully although the academic 

year is already terminated. The HS examinations in the state 

have been stopped midway but the result is published raising a 

question regarding credibility, in some universities UG Part 

III examinations remain incomplete, semester-based 

examinations could not be started. The situation in PG level 

is same. The responsibility for the deadlock lies on 

unplanned lockdown and equally unwise unlock. 

The forthcoming academic year is knocking at the 

doors though it is obviously uncertain when it would start. 

Education institutions that usually admit new students 

through admission tests cannot decide when they would 

start that process. Students of final year or end semester are 

very much concerned for how the evaluation of the current 

year/semester would be done, whether their results would 

be published in time or whether they would be able to get 

admission in coveted higher courses. Some of them 

particularly of engineering courses might have offered job 

by employers but would not be able to join if results are not 

published duly. On this backdrop if one opts for sticking to 

the time tested and all accepted way in which examinations 

are held in normal time then examinations of this year 

Tarun Kanti Naskar
Professor, Jadavpur University 

would be deferred indefinitely and students belonging to 

final year or end semester would face much difficulty. This 

is not at all acceptable.

On this issue the UGC has issued some 

recommendations in April and July which are contradictory 

in nature. Concerned state governments have also  

conveyed some advisories. The second set of UGC 

recommendations is designed to force the universities 

conduct examinations by September - which is of utter 

impossibility at this juncture of COVID infection.

On this background for the above category of students 

our opinion is:  (i) if any university can hold examination 

ensuring full safety of students it may do; (ii) if that is not 

feasible then that university should think of conducting 

evaluation of students and publish results considering its 

own infrastructure or specific situation and keeping in mind 

the UGC recommendations and state government advisory. 

However, we cannot support online evaluation by any 

means as this would deprive a large number of students 

from being evaluated. Again we like to underline that the 

entire process should be conducted in such a manner that 

none of the students of the above category faces any loss. 

Finally it is our submission that the question of start of 

new academic session should not come in fore at the cost of 

students' life. 

HIGHER EDUCATION DURING COVID

Pandemic: A New Challenge to Education

However, there are difficulties in practical based 

subjects. Experts in such subjects will have to evolve some 

favourable measures to meet the difficulties in such 

subjects. Covid-19 has set our habituated ethic and sense of 

values into question. A new set of values is to be evolved 

now. Both teaching communities and political parties 

should think over the issue with compassion and loving 

kindness. Any kind of political control of education is self-

destructive for our national interest and the future of our 

next generations. Since we do not have sufficient evidence 

when this COVID-19 pandemic situation will be over we 

cannot program our future course in education properly 

now.   
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Nobody in their wildest thought believed that within a 
span of few months the world would be in upside down 
position and our normal activities would come to a grinding 
halt. Yes, we are in the worst of times. And we are in the 
'season of darkness' and 'in the mood of despair 'when the 
COVID-19 unleashed a ravage across the globe. In such a 
grim situation, impact on all spheres of our life is 
Himalayan. The fear and anxiety generated by the 
pandemic is, in all probability, going to last until a vaccine 
or medicine is made available globally. COVID-19 
pandemic has thrown a very serious challenge to the 
process of imparting basic and higher education to its target 
groups. According to UNESCO reports, more than 157 
crores of students across the globe have severely been 
impacted by the closure of educational institutions.  In 
India, our schools, colleges, universities and other 
institutions of higher learning are places where students 
live and learn in close contact with teachers and peers. Here 
the pandemic has produced uncertainties regarding the 
process of disseminating knowledge and information. And 
here lies our challenge, the challenge of reorienting our 
system to face the crisis. The Ministry of Human Resource 
Development and UGC have directed the Higher Education 
Institutions in our country to embrace virtual platforms for 
teaching and learning process amid lockdown. And many 
of the institutions have initiated online teaching methods.

Vast number of teachers have never attempted online 
teaching modalities before so as our students. The sudden 

Parthasarathi Das
Former Principal, SSM

change in the system is bound to create chaos and 
confusion among them. Moreover the most important 
handicap is a lack of adequate and well equipped 
institutions in vast areas of our rural India. To cap it all, 
there exists a glaring chasm between rural, urban and 
metropolitan areas in respect of exposure to modern 
teaching aids leave alone, of social and economic 
disparities. For a country like ours, the pandemic has put 
our education system at cross roads. Our elite, particularly 
the private, as well as, government funded institutions, may 
well be elated to the prospect of modernising our education 
system in pandemic and post pandemic periods. But vast 
magnitude of students who  being economically and 
socially tagged as backward and ill-equipped to afford such 
state-of-the art education, shall remain in the dark shade of 
the glittering world, widening already existing 
technological and digital divide.  Another very important 
problem that would unfold its ugly figure, not in very 
distant future, would possibly throw a vast majority of 
teaching faculties redundant in the name of innovative 
modern technological techniques. The known image of a 
teacher teaching in a class room would fade in to oblivion. 
Education, in pandemic era, broadcast by technological 
devices, without a human touch, may not open up a new 
frontier. So the academia, the academic administrators and 
policy makers have to innovate a golden thread in between 
traditional method of imparting knowledge and technology 
driven method for our future education system. 

COVID -19 has rudely awakened a large section of the 
human race and taken it back to those bygone eras when 
survival required a constant conscious effort, and could not 
be taken for granted. Like other sectors, education, too, has 
been severely affected.  The relevant question now is: what 
should be the roadmap for the educational system in the 
post- COVID era?

Firstly, there is sure to be a significant push towards 
online mode of teaching or other forms of distance learning. 
However, it is well known that in many countries, including 
in India, access to connectivity (and the appropriate 
devices) vary widely across income levels. Hence, a 
blanket espousal of a 'technology-driven' education system 
- despite its apparentglitter - will exacerbate the existing in 
equalities. Also, the absence of direct human interaction - 
so very essential in the process of personality development 

Siddhartha Majumdar
Associate Professor of Economics, City College

&
Former Chairman, WB College Service Commission

Education System in the Post- COVID era: An introspection

CHALLENGES OF OUR EDUCATION SYSTEM
IN THE PANDEMIC AND POST-PANDEMIC PERIOD

- makes 'distance learning' a much inferior option, 
especially if we consider 'education' - and not conferring of 
a degree - our basic objective. So, the introduction of 
'technology' should be used as a complementary tool, rather 
than an integral part of the delivery mechanism and should 
be carefully calibrated with an eye on equity.

Tomorrow's education policy should ideally 

(i)  build gender safety nets, and design steps to ensure 
that girls remain educated and protected after the pandemic,  

(ii) extend support packages to marginalised families 
with children of appropriate age, and 

(iii) encourage changes in pedagogical methods from 
a top-down approach (where the student is a passive 
recipient) to one where he/she is a much more active 
learner.
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laissez-faire

Dr. Partha Pratim Pan

Head & Professor, Department of Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation

North Bengal Medical College & Hospital

This horrible virus has got the human race completely 
unprepared & forced the world to dance helplessly to its 
terrifying blood-chilling tunes. Among the sufferings and 
deaths, it brought some positive aspects too, and is giving 
us a better introspection of society & human nature. It is 
most likely to inspire some epoch-making developments in 
the field of art and culture.

In the era of so-called postmodernism, most of the art 
forms have been suffering pathetically from confusion, 
alienation and disorientation. Artists have become 
egocentric and narcissistic. The art and its forms have 
denied the society & in repercussion the society by large 
divorced all art forms except mere materials of thoughtless 
entertainment.

Picasso's Guernica or Chaplin's film could have havoc 
impact on whole world. Immortal numbers of Paul Robson,  
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Bob Dylan, Pete Seeger or Rabindranath Tagore were the 
most refined specimens of creativity and were adored by 
the contemporary masses. But unfortunately for last few 
decades no art work could have similar impact worldwide.

In this era of Covid-19, all the artists of the world are 
having the unique opportunity to have self-realization. The 
emptiness of capitalism, lack of visionary among all 
leading statesmen, their shamelessness, their indifference 
to the helpless poor, misuse of scientific research for profit 
only--these are the aspects to be felt and re-depicted by all 
art forms. It is high time that the artists of our time pay heed 
to the call of the suffering humanity and let not their pens, 
brushes and strings to be misguided by the antihuman, 
sadistic corporate culture.

Let's hope corona might give a new conscience to 
today's artist.
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Covid-19 has had a profound impact on the higher 
education sector across the globe and the  UK is no exception. 
Starting from March 2020, universities across UK have 
closed their campuses and moved all their operations 
online. For many students, closure of campuses has meant 
that they no longer have access to libraries, laboratory 
equipment, and quiet study places. This has been especially 
problematic for students coming from low income families, 
many of whom work part-time to pay their tution fees and to 
sustain themselves. The pandemic has caused major 
disruption to their lives and education. Increased mental 
stress due to isolation from peers has only added to their 
miseries.

Although most UK universities have promptly and 
effectively adapted to online mode of teaching and 
learning, the transition has not been smooth for students 
without persistent, high-speed and unlimited internet access. 
Attending online lectures and taking online tests have been 
difficult for many.

Devjani Ray
Asst. Professor, Department of English

Miranda House, Delhi University

In India, only about 12.5% students live in homes in 

which they have internet access (GoI 2014), besides no 

suitable place to study and access to books. There exists 

glaring disparities across states as well as rural-urban 

divide - only 5% in rural areas and 27% have access in 

urban areas. For the elites, online education is not too 

difficult to implement logistically.
The exclusionary nature of ‘online education’ is 

further reflected in the manner in which it would affect the 

differently-abled and female students. Their experiences 

reveal that college gives them a sense of freedom and 

confidence which they otherwise fail to find in familial 

settings. Moreover, even though there are ‘disabled friendly’ 

e-learning apps and browser extension that assist such 

students it is anybody’s guess as to whether any of them, most 

of whom are socio-economically backward are equipped to 

avail such apps.
Once the pandemic winds down, India’s faltering 

economy together with its patriarchy and preference for 

education of male members could lead to a drastic rise in the 

drop-out rates of college-going female students. Among 

them, the socio-economically backward and differently abled 

ones are more likely to be threatened.

COVID-19 and UK Higher Education

 Arpan Mukhopadhyay
University of Warwick, UK

MAKING ONLINE EDUCATION INCLUSIVE DURING THE PANDEMIC

Designing effective assessments has been a key 
challenge for academics. Assignments, timed open-book 
tests, essays and other forms of online evaluation have 
replaced conventional exams. However, many academics 
have questioned the measures taken to prevent plagiarism 
and cheating. It is not clear whether these modes of 
evaluation are fair to all students and applicable across 
disciplines.

The economic recession caused by the pandemic is 
likely to have long-term impact on the universities and their 
graduating students. Universities are expected to see 
significant cut in research funding due to government 
policies. Income generated by international students is also 
likely to drop due to the fall in the number of international 
students entering the university in coming years.

Mitigating the effects of the pandemic will require 
careful rethinking and drastic redesign of the way higher 
education is delivered and the economic model upon which 
the higher education sector is built.

Besides upgrading and improving accessibility which 

cannot happen overnight, immediate compensations like 

exemptions vis a vis examination norms and fee waiver for 

the most adversely affected students could be second best 

alternatives to mitigate the learning disruption. Online 

education is not a substitute for classroom teaching. 

Nevertheless, amidst the present crisis sustained efforts 

should be made to remain connected to the students and 

overcome the loss of learning. Therefore, computers and 

free data must be provided to the vulnerable students with 

access to uninterrupted electricity supply. For the most 

disadvantaged - those without electricity and digital 

devices, the state has to design creative solutions. Faculties 

too should be adequately trained to use ICT in higher 

education. These measures, if fully implemented, would 

only lessen the inequitable learning outcomes of online 

education but would not eleminate it entirely. Sadly 

MHRD’s take towards ‘online education’ is more to gain 

visibility than to ensure that substantive actions are being 

taken to reach the affected students and ameliorate the 

pandemic induced learning disruption.
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ANNUAL SPORTS 2019-2020ANNUAL SPORTS 2019-2020ANNUAL SPORTS 2019-2020

Students taking part in different games in theAnnual Sports for the session 2019-2020, held on 8th February in the ground of Amra 
Sabai Surya Sen Sporting Club.The event was made sucessful by the gracious presence of Shri Gautam Deb, MIC, Tourism, WB and 
President of the GB, Shri Jayanta Moulik.

ZESTIVAL 2020ZESTIVAL 2020ZESTIVAL 2020

The College organised an Inter-College fest 'Zestival' in a grand way on 25 and 26 February 2020. As many as twelve list of competitions 
were there for the students to take part in it. Singing, Dancing, Debate, Extempore, Spot essay writing, Slogan writing, Carom, Mobile 
phone photography, Salad dressing, Collage, Painting and Quiz. 5786  students from 19 Colleges participated in the two-day 
competition making the programme a grand success. Surya Sen Mahavidyalaya was declared as ‘Champion’ in this two days events.

Career Guidance Seminar on MBA, 
organised by the Department of 
Commerce & Smart Education, 
Kolkata on Jan 28, 2020.

Prof. S.S. Mahapatra, Sikkim Univesity, 
speaking on Union Budget in an Invited 
Talk organised by the Department of 
Commerce on Feb 7, 2020.

Dr. Sekhar Chakrobarty speaking on 
'Partition,: Society, Literature, Culture' 
in an Invited lecture by the Department 
of History with Prof. Ananda Gopal 
Ghosh as special guest on  Feb 18, 2020.

SEMINARS/ INVITED LECTURES/ INVITED TALKSSEMINARS/ INVITED LECTURES/ INVITED TALKSSEMINARS/ INVITED LECTURES/ INVITED TALKS

 Jan 21, 2020 Special lecture on 'Mahatma Gandhi 
and Environmentalism' by Dr. Dilip Sarkar, Hon'ble 
Registrar, University of North Bengal, was jointly 
organised by the Central library and Department of 

thEnvironmental Studies, SSM to commemorate 150  
Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi.

Prof. Alok Tripathi, Assam University, delivering an invited lectured on 
'An Introduction to Indian Art and Archaeology' & Dr. Swapna Mitra, 
Saheed Khudiram College, Alipurduar speaking on 'Development of 
Towns and Cities in Ancient India' in a series of invited lectures organised 
by the Dept. of History on Jan 24, 2020.
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The College participated in the 

Rally on Road Safety Awareness 

on Jan 12, 2020. The students of 

Surya Sen Mahavidyalaya 

observed the 31 Road Safety 

P.C. Chandra Group's 

Gyandhara Prokolpo award 

cheque of Rs. Two lakhs 

being handed over to Dr. 

P.K. Mishra, Principal of  

Surya Sen Mahavidyalaya 

for the year 2020 at Kolkata.

The Gyandhara Prokolpo 

award would be utilized to 

implements the Book Bank 

facility for the students.

In times of a crisis of Covid 19 

the Surya Sen Mahavidyalaya 

family contributed a sum of 

rupees two lakhs five thousand to 

the WBSERF. 

The Col lege received a  

certificate of appreciation for 

suppor t ing  a  Three -day  

International Conference on 

'Cognitive Science , Language 

and Reality' organised by the 

Cooch Behar Panchanan Barma 

University from Jan 09-11, 

2020.

Week from Jan 

11- 17, they 

participated in 

Street Play to 

give awareness 

message to the 

public.

71st REPUBLIC DAY 202071st REPUBLIC DAY 202071st REPUBLIC DAY 2020

ACHIEVEMENTSACHIEVEMENTSACHIEVEMENTS

NCC PO with CadetsGB President & Principal

with NCC Cadets

Parade by NSS The IQAC organised Republic Day

 Youth  Talk Contest on Jan 26, 2020.

UBLIC DAY 2020 

 

 

NCC                                                                                         Parade by NSS 

U B L I C  D A Y  2 0 2 0  

 

 

N C C                                                                                          P a ra d e  b y  N S S  

UBLIC DAY 2020 

 

 

NCC                                                                                         Parade by NSS 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 2020INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 2020INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 2020

On the eve of International Women's Day(8 March)Women 

Cell of Surya Sen Mahavidyalaya organised the programme 

on March 7, 2020. Smt. Rongu Souriya,  National Award 

winner social activist spoke on the event. 

On Jan 23, 2020 on the occasion of Netaji Subhash Chandra 

Bose's 123rd Birth anniversary, the IQAC of the Surya Sen 

Mahavidyalaya organised an Extempore competition for the 

students.

NETAJI JAYANTINETAJI JAYANTINETAJI JAYANTI

7



Industrial Visit of the Third Year students of 

the Department of Commerce to Godhuli 

Milk Plant, Bidhan Nagar on Feb 1, 2020

Department of Geography excursion 

to Darjeeling. 

Department of Political Science 

Outreach Programme on Feb 2, 2020.

Department of Sociology Fieldwork at 

Ambika Nagar from Jan 7-11, 2020

Social outreach Programme of the Department of  Economics: 

Sample survey (sample size - 100) at Toribari village (Under 

Mahananda Wildlife Sanctuary),  District Jalpaiguri  on Feb 2, 2020.

FIELD VISITS OR OUTREACH PROGRAMMES FIELD VISITS OR OUTREACH PROGRAMMES FIELD VISITS OR OUTREACH PROGRAMMES 

INAUGURATION OF LANGUAGE LAB ON FEB 28, 2020INAUGURATION OF LANGUAGE LAB ON FEB 28, 2020INAUGURATION OF LANGUAGE LAB ON FEB 28, 2020

DEPARTMENTAL ACTIVITIESDEPARTMENTAL ACTIVITIESDEPARTMENTAL ACTIVITIES

Departmental Picnic of the 

Chemistry Dept. on Jan 23, 2020

Poster and Model Competition on 

National Science Day organised by 

the Departments of Chemistry, 

Physics and Mathematics in Feb 

Observation of Bhasa Diwas 

organised by the Department of 

Bengali on Feb 21, 2020.

Farewell 

Programme of  

Dept. of  History 

on March 6, 2020.
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DIFFERENT ACTIVITIES PERFORMED BY NSS & NCCDIFFERENT ACTIVITIES PERFORMED BY NSS & NCCDIFFERENT ACTIVITIES PERFORMED BY NSS & NCC

Corona Awareness campaign 

by NSS in March, 2020.

Blood donation camp in the College organised by NSS on Feb 13, 2020

NSS & NCC of Surya Sen College 

participating in the Road Rally 'Walk 

for Blood' organised Mahavidyalaya 

by Siliguri Suryanagar Samaj-

Kalyan Sanstha on Jan 17, 2020.

Blood donation Motivational Camp  on  Feb 12, 2020.
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THE TEAM COLLEGIUM : 2020

Chief Patron
Sri Jayanta Moulik

President, GB
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Dr Santanu Das

Chief Editor
Dr P. K. Mishra

Member
Dr Bhawna Rai

Member
Dr Bikash Ranjan Deb

Member
Prof. Manomita Sarkar

The Department of Bengali, Parimal Mitra Smriti 

Mahavidyalaya, Malbazar in collaboration with the Center 

for Women's Studies, University of North Bengal organized  

a two-day International Seminar on 'Marital Relations: 

Society and Literature' on March 5-6, 2020 with the 

funding from the UGC. Professor Sanchari Roy 

Mukherjee, Dean of the Faculty of Arts, NBU inaugurated 

this international seminar. The TIC of the College, Prof 

Nandita Mukherjee gave the welcome address. The key 

note address was given by Professor Ankush Bhatta. Dr 

Nikhilesh Roy, Head and Professor of the Department of 

Bengali, University of North Bengal also spoke on the 

occasion. This international seminar was graced by the 

attendance of Professor Rajiv Mandal of Dhaka Jagannath 

University, Professor Laila Ferdous of Rabindra 

University, Dhaka, Dr Nandita Dhawan, Director, School 

of Women's Studies, Jadavpur University, Professor 

Debika Saha, Director, Centre for Women's Studies, NBU 

and Professor Maitreyi Chowdhury, Centre for Himalayan 

Studies, NBU. Dr Pankoj Kumar Sarkar, the convener of 

the seminar, thanked all for their participation. More than 

60 research papers were presented in Bengali, Hindi, 

English and Nepali Languages. 

(News by Head, Dept of Bengali, PMSM)

Reach us: Contact:   collegium.ssm@gmail.com         82938 02226, 70018 44825

Address : Surya Sen Colony, Block - B, P.O. Siliguri Town, Dist. Jalpaiguri

REPORT FROM OTHER HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTION : REPORT FROM OTHER HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTION : 

PARIMAL MITRA SMRITI MAHAVIDYALAYA, MALBAZARPARIMAL MITRA SMRITI MAHAVIDYALAYA, MALBAZAR
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